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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

June 17, 1886 


Sir, 


I unhesitatingly advise our rejection of Lot of Silver bars, just received from James B. 
Colgate & Co. of New York, for the following reasons. 1. While they are marked 999 fine, our 
Assayer finds them fluctuating from 980+ to 990+, a frequent source of distrust and annoyance 
between Depositors, and the Government Officers. 2. They exhibit a degree of hardness and 
brittleness in cutting, which indicated unknown sources of impurity, that is always objectionable, 
to the Depositor, because it leads to questionable losses. 3. The bars had the appearance of 
plumbiferous silver, which is always objected to by us, as indicating difficulties in refining, that 
watrant our rejecting them. 4. When called upon to deliver silver coin at the rapid rate we have 
been pursuing for some time past, one single inferior lot of bars becomes a serious impediment, 
if not an absolute blockade, against our executing the amount demanded by the Government. 


I therefore recommend that we reject and return the lot of silver bars, numbered from 
5493 to 5512, as unsuitable for our work. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


